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Paste nam
e and

address of your
group here.

“N
ation of im

m
igrants” or not, the U

nited
States arose from

, and w
as created by, a

colonial population that grew
 over an

elapsed tim
e of nearly tw

o centuries
m

ostly by natural increase....
[T

]hey w
ere in truth not im

m
igrants at all,

but colonists.

C
hilton W

illiam
son, Jr.

T
he Im

m
igration M

ystique



“
M

y opinion w
ith respect to im

m
igration is, that except of

useful m
echanics and som

e particular description of m
en and

professions, there is no use of encouragem
ent.”

G
eorge W

ashington
, letter to John A

dam
s

“
I have no intention to invite im

m
igrants, even if there are no

restrictive acts against it.  I am
 opposed to it altogether...”

G
eorge W

ashington, letter to Sir John St. C
lair

“
F

oreign m
eddlers ... have a strange, a m

ysterious influence in
this country... A

m
ericans w

ill find that their ow
n experience

w
ill coincide w

ith the experience of all other nations, and
foreigners m

ust be received w
ith caution, or they w

ill destroy
all confidence in governm

ent.”

John A
dam

s, letter to C
hristopher G

adsden

“
[Im

m
igrants] w

ill bring w
ith them

 the principles of the
governm

ents they leave, or if able to throw
 them

 off, it w
ill be

in exchange for an unbounded licentiousness, passing, as
usual, from

 one extrem
e to the other. It w

ould be a m
iracle

w
ere they to stop precisely at the point of tem

perate liberty.”

T
hom

as Jefferson, N
otes on Virginia

“
T

he safety of a republic depends essentially on the energy of a
com

m
on national sentim

ent; on a uniform
ity of principles and

habits; on the exem
ption of the citizens from

 foreign bias, and

prejudice; and on that love of country w
hich w

ill alm
ost

invariably be found to be closely connected w
ith birth,

education, and fam
ily....

“
...[F

]oreigners w
ill generally be apt to bring w

ith them
attachm

ents to the persons they have left behind; to the
country of their nativity, and to its particular custom

s and
m

anners... T
he influx of foreigners m

ust, therefore, tend to
produce a heterogenous com

pound; to change and corrupt the
national spirit; to com

plicate and confound public opinion; to
introduce foreign propensities.  In the com

position of society,
the harm

ony of the ingredients is all-im
portant, and w

hatever
tends to a discordant interm

ixture m
ust have an injurious

tendency.”

A
lexander H

am
ilton

“
I do not w

ish that any m
an should acquire the privilege of

citizenship, but such as w
ould be a real addition to the w

ealth
or strength of the U

nited States.”

Jam
es M

adison

“
P

rovidence has been pleased to give us this one connected
country to one united people -- a people descended from

 the
sam

e ancestors, speaking the sam
e language, professing the

sam
e religion, attached to the sam

e principles of governm
ent,

very sim
ilar in m

anners and custom
s.”

John Jay, T
he F

ederalist

 View
s of the F

ounders on Im
m

igration


